‘Save and revoice’ experiment: Transcription of an audio recording of a group of adult
researchers experimenting with the reanimating the WRAP data.

This document contains part of the transcription of an audio recording of a session that took place on
18" November 2019 at Manchester Metropolitan University. In the session the four adult researchers
pilot two methods for reanimating interview data from the Women, Risk and AIDS Project (WRAP)
archive. This workshop was part of the Reanimating data project. In the group are two members of the
Reanimating data project team (Ester and Ali) and two members of staff at MMU (Jo and Jayne).

This part of the transcript relates to the second ‘experiment’ with the WRAP data in this workshop. In
this section the group try out a method that three of them have just tried in a workshop with students.
Here participants read the WRAP data and select a story, scene or section that they think needs to be
heard by current or future generations — a bit of data that must not go missing or that needs to be
saved. In this workshop participants revoice the data by reading out loud in pairs.

The original transcript was completed by Type out transcription services and later edited by members
of the reanimating data project team.
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Ester lays out data from two WRAP interviews on the table and messes the pages around.

ESTER:

JAYNE:

ESTER:

JAYNE:

ESTER:

Well, what we could do is one of the things that we just asked the students to do is we could
look at...I’1l get another interview and then we can just choose which one we want to look
at, and to cut out a bit of the woman’s story that we think needs to be heard. So we did
something about missing discourses with the student group, and thinking, like, are there
aspects of these women’s stories that feel really important to pass on or to be heard that we
can put in the story pinata to be opened and shared with everybody at a public event? So we
could just see if we could find a moment...

Oh yes, | would quite like to do that.
Yes? That we don’t want to be missing.
That’s important.

So one of the things we’ve been thinking about a lot is, like, how much data to give people
because if we give too much, they’re overwhelmed, and that’s why these... I was just
thinking of you and talking about how do you work with data, and | have found that being a
bit...like choose one sheet of paper and work with that, and I suppose that’s one thing I’ve
got from Rachel, really, in the work she’s been doing with a sound technician and working
with sound is trying to work with the random and I think as a social scientist that’s a bit
challenging, because it’s all about analysis, it’s about being systematic and methodological
but if you just randomly take a page and do something with it, then that can be just as
generative as trying to figure out some sort of thematic thing, and definitely in groups... I
think once we started doing that, for me that was quite, like, liberating, because I think
before that we were agonising over which ones to choose, which is the best one to choose,
are we doing that thing of, like, well, there’s some Pakistani girls so we’ll choose the one
Pakistani girl from the interview - but if you make it more random, I mean, there’s always
an element of selection but then people just get on with doing it, and then you can kind of go
from there, really.

JAYNE: Stuff happens

But let’s work with...speaking of being random...let’s work with these two, so we’ll leave
that one on the table if you want to look at it, and I’ll get one more as well. [ don’t quite
know why | chose these today, these are two white working class women who work, and
they’re actually a big part of the WRAP archive that we’ve not really been able to find
equivalents of, and one of the things Rachel was telling the women’s theatre group that they
were, like, oh, wow, and I will tell you today, was that in 1989 only ten per cent of people
went to university, and now 50 per cent or more do, and the students in there were, like,
woabh, that idea that that was something that was a minority thing to do. So actually most
young women who were aged 20, 21 were working, but now it’s hard to find young women
who are full-time working at 20, 21 and involve them in a project like this, and they went
through the unions and places like that to get...
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S2:

S1:

S2:

S1:

S2:

S3:

ESTER:

Well, the shocking thing today was the girl, the Iraqi girl who said I'm Iraqi, you know
[NAME]?, she said she’s working in Amazon and she said it’s terrible, and I said, oh, are
you allowed to be in a trade union? And she said, what’s that? And I said, you don’t know
what a trade union is? She said, no, I’ve never heard of it, what is it? And I said, that’s for
another time, really, but | said you need to google it and you need to get yourself in one.

That’s quite shocking. I’ll have to get it into the unit for the next couple of weeks. That’s
really bad to not know.

Well, why would you? I mean, Amazon wouldn’t let you be in a trade union.

No, but I think I’d kind of analysed it as if you’re not in the union people are not confident,
skills are not getting passed down, there’s fewer people that were around. I think having
worked with people who have been big union activists, | could feel how supportive it is.
(Inaudible 01.12.41) but to not even know what it is.

No, I was shocked, really. Just upset, really, that somebody doesn’t know.

So you can cut or we also have pens if you’d rather highlight. Story that you don’t want to
be missing, don’t want to go missing, so something that’s worth saving from the archive or
hearing from the archive.

S0 you can cut - or we also have pens if you’d rather highlight — a Story that you don’t want
to be missing, don’t want to go missing, so something that’s worth saving from the archive
or hearing from the archive.

(Long silence as everyone reads and cuts out sections of data.)

ALLI:

ESTER:

So do you want us to do a kind of...like a little scene that we think is important?

Yes, I guess pulling out a bit but you might need more than you can just cut out, so then you
can stick it on a bit of paper, if you need a couple of extracts and you need to write around
it, then do that.

(Silence as everyone reads and cuts out sections of data.)

ESTER:

ALLI:

ESTER:

ALL:

ESTER:

JAYNE:

How’s everyone getting on?

Yes, I’ve got two.

You’ve got a couple? Do you want to read them out?

Yes.

Do you want them in duo, so you do a question and answer?

Yes, I don’t mind, who wants to pick an extract to go first?
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ESTER:

ALLI:

JAYNE:

ALL:

JAYNE:

ALLI:

JAYNE:

ALL:

JAYNE:

ALLI:

JAYNE:

ALL:

JAYNE:

ALL:

JAYNE:

ALL:

ESTER:

Do you want to do yours, Ali?

Do you want to be the questioner?

Right, [Reading] so even if it’s not in the lesson, you know that you could actually go and
talk to them if you had a problem. Would you have felt able at school if you hadn’t got
anybody else to talk to, do you think?

I think I should have been able to talk about it, but when | first came over, | was very quiet, |
just sat and did my work at home, but then I joined a school band and they had a girls...and
I got to know the teacher really well and 1 think I nearly got round to telling him but I just
didn’t have the guts. He was very nice, he would have listened. | did talk to him about other
things, but I think that was just because I got to know him so well. I don’t think many kids
would be so lucky.

It’s very difficult and also it’s often difficult for teachers because they don’t have any
experience of counselling or knowing what to say to people. Did they talk about AIDS at all
at school?

Not really.

Was it mentioned?

Yes, they mentioned it and someone would ask or something, and they would briefly
mention it.

But it wasn’t part of the syllabus for sex education?

I don’t remember any.

No, what school was it?

Name of the school.

Oh, I think I’ve interviewed a few from there.

We had it in the fifth year but before that we had a Mr...who left the year after we had him
and he was the best, he was very open and he was very strict and kept you under control but
he was the sort of person you could talk to. Mr...was nice but I think you couldn’t talk to

him the same as you could with some of the other teachers.

So when you were at school, were a lot of people having sex? Not at school but I mean, your
friends in your peer group, were a lot of people sexually active?

Yes. [stops reading]

What made you choose that one?
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ALL:

ESTER:

All:

ALL:

ESTER:

JO:

ESTER:

I think I was very interested in the whole thing about...I realised actually they’re all very
similar, about having somebody to talk to, and feeling that somebody was listening to what
you were saying.

I was thinking that’s a really good powerful example of that and it’s nice because she did
have someone, I think, with so many examples of rubbish sex education and no one listened
to me and that’s an important message but we also can see it just as clearly when someone
has had a good person, can’t we?

Yes.

Thank you.

Great, shall we do one, Jo? Shall | do one of yours?

I don’t mind, we can do yours if you want. Shall I come round there?

Yes, go on then,

[Jo moves round to sit next to Ester]

JO:

ESTER:

JO:

ESTER:

JO:

ESTER:

JO:

ESTER:

[Reading] So how about sort of, like, does she ever have a sort of moral view that she
brought you up with or anything like that?

She’s...there’s something she’s hammered in, [ mean, my mum was 17 when she got
pregnant and she never told her...she got someone else to tell her for her, you see, and she’s
always been upset over that, so | suppose they were the same. They must have been
really...because she couldn’t turn to her mother and say I’m pregnant, she was...

Yes, | was just saying whether she had any, like, do you think she’s got any opinions of
what’s right and what’s wrong about what she expects you to be doing?

Yes, | said | wanted to go and live with my boyfriend, well, not live with him as | was
saving up for a house, and just left it at that, saving up, in three years thinking of living
together, and like she’d gone for a night out and we’d had a drink, like, and we were sat
there and she said, Louise, don’t, don’t, don’t get...don’t just get a house, save up, get your
house, get married, get engaged, get married and then have your kids and that’s the thing she
always says to me without realising that ’'m going...

Yes, so this is what she’d like for you?

Yes, and this big white wedding. She’s always said don’t run away, don’t run away from
home, don’t rob me of my big day, because she never had a big day, you see?

Because she got pregnant.

Because she got pregnant, she had the wedding and that, but she didn’t have the veil and the
wreath and all of this, you know?
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JO:

ESTER:

JO:

ESTER:

ALL:

ESTER:

JAYNE:

ESTER:

JAYNE:

ALL:

JAYNE:

ALLI:

JAYNE:

ALL:

JAYNE:

ALLI:

And that means a lot to her?

Yes, she wants this big wedding and I’m her only daughter.
Oh, right, so the pressure’s on, isn’t it?

Yeah, that’s how I feel. [End of reading]

Wow. Why did you choose that one?

I think it’s because I remember this story from when I read this interview before and I think
it’s something that the students were talking about today and I’ve felt from when I did my
PhD research that mums come up all the time when you talk about sex, and how many of the
young people I’ve seen in my own research and I know from the WRAP that part of the way
they experience sex, so that embodied experience, has to do with their mum and in a way
that we don’t probably articulate very well and just how much like our mums’ stories of
hope and loss and all these things really shape the way that we grow up and our expectations
and experiences we have, and how | always think that would be a really productive way as
well to really engage in sex education, but that’s beyond, like, what did your mum say? It’s
like what’s your mum’s story kind of thing, and then that helps you understand your own
story, really, and just how intergenerational all these things are that you can’t make sense of
what it means to be a woman and a sexual woman without really understanding the women
that you came from or grew up with. I think that’s a kind of a powerful, funny, sad example
of that. She’s a good story-teller this one as well.

I remember it from the workshop we did at the People’s History Museum because there was
that...Louise, don’t, don’t...just...it would just make a brilliant song. That’s fantastic.

Do you want to do one of yours, Jayne?

Oh, yes, let’s do that one. [Reading] I wasn’t one of the gang, I just had one friend but my
friend got pregnant.

How old was she then?
Fifteen.
Was that quite common at school, at your school?

It might have been but nobody knew about it. There was only me that knew she was
pregnant and it was our secret and nobody else knows.

So what happened? Did she had to leave?
She had an abortion.

Right, what did you feel about that?
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JAYNE:

ALLI:

JAYNE:

ESTER:

JAYNE:

ESTER:

JO:

ESTER:

JO:

ESTER:

JO:

I was disgusted, really, I think, because we’d shared it for so long. I know it sounds daft, it
sounds like a film, doesn’t it? We’d shared it for so long, this secret, and then her parents
found out, and they said, like, they forced her into having an abortion, which now she
thinks, brilliant, got my own house, I’ve got a new boyfriend, because it broke her other
boyfriend up, but she was like in the later weeks for an abortion, she...I think six months, I
think she’d gone, something like that. [End of reading. Pause]

I think that’s that hiddenness, isn’t? It’s like, god, that’s just such a massive thing to go
through and | think the thing that strikes me about it is nobody knew. Nobody knew, nobody
knew, nobody knew.

I think the thing that strikes me is they forced her into having an abortion, so it’s like you’re
under so much pressure, aren’t you, at that age and it’s almost impossible to challenge that.

Yes, exactly, I think you just wouldn’t, would you?

I remember that bit of that interview actually, because she goes on to say something like,
and I felt like weirdly I’d lost...it was my baby that Id lost.

Yes, | know, | probably should have kept the other bit in, actually, the other bit was
interesting.

Well, there’s something about the intensity of friendships when you are young. I don’t think
their friendships are ever quite that intense and so really your friend having a baby it is like
your baby in a way, and that’s a really intense experience when you’re young, I think. Do
you want to do one of yours?

I mean, I only knew the very basics. He must have told me nearly everything. | knew there
was a womb and a vagina and things like that and I didn’t know about anything else, really.

Did you know that you were supposed to enjoy it as well as a man, that that was something
that you...at school?

I knew that because I remember reading something somewhere, some book, I’d read
something about how the woman was supposed to enjoy it but I couldn’t really understand
it. I remember doing a questionnaire, actually, at school in one of these sex lessons. Did you
think men got more enjoyment out of it? And nearly all the girls put men got more
enjoyment out of it.

So amongst you and your girlfriends, when you talked about sex, you wouldn’t be
discussing how do we get the most out of it, it wasn’t...it just was assumed that you
wouldn’t?

Yes, but on saying that, they did sort of say how good it was, but | would never say how or
why or what did you do.
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ESTER:

JO:

JAYNE:

ESTER:

JO:

ESTER:

JO:

JAYNE:

JO:

So they didn’t actually know why it was good or what was good about it. Do you think it
probably wasn’t good?

I don’t really know. [Stops reading]
That was a great one.
What made you choose that?

It was interesting to hear you say about mothers and mothers’ stories and stuff. The opening
line reminded me of something that my mother always used to say to me about when she
was first pregnant that she didn’t quite know how it was going to get out, and her
expressions to me about her lack of knowing as a young person. And there was stuff in here
about pleasure and not the specifics on how, | really remember in sex education when | was
in middle school, somebody mentioning...oh, they talked about masturbation, about male
masturbation, and completely normal...and someone just added in, oh, and girls masturbate
too, and everyone went, ugh... And I just remember going, oh shit... I didn’t know it was
ugh... Yes, I just really remember that, this thing about the mystery of...sort of everyone
knew how it worked for boys, but it never got talked about for girls.

Missing discourse of desire... One of the students underlined, she also chose that bit today.
And an unexpected student as well, that I didn’t think would choose it, so...interesting.
Great. It’s so interesting.

So interesting.

Itis.

A really interesting method.



